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Advanced Government Law
33rd Annual Course

MCLE CREDIT  12.5 Hours (3 Ethics)

� Downloadable Course Materials

Watch from your computer or mobile device! 

WEBCAST  •  July 29-30, 2021    |    WEBCAST REPLAY  •  August 17-18, 2021

Join us a day early for Government Law 101! (Separate registration required.)
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If you are one of the more than 8,000 Government lawyers in Texas, 
we encourage you to join our Section. 

The amazing diversity of our membership is one of our greatest resources and one of our greatest 
challenges.

In addition to cosponsoring this TexasBarCLE course, the Government Law Section provides free 
CLE to Section members at regional Road Shows, free access to practical and scholarly government 
law CLE materials on the Section’s website, topical articles and useful case summaries in the 
Section’s monthly e-blasts to members, and opportunities for meeting and networking with 
other government lawyers. Help us grow with your membership and your participation in Section 
activities!

Together we can be a vibrant part of the Bar! To learn more, or to join, visit: 
www.txgovernmentlaw.org.

Separate registration 
required.

Watch from your computer or 
mobile device! 

WEBCAST
July 28, 2021 

WEBCAST REPLAY 
August 16, 2021

AGENDA
6 hours including 1.5 ethics

8:55 	 Welcoming Remarks
	 Course Directors 
	 Ryan S. Henry, San Antonio
	 Law Offices of Ryan Henry

	 Kuruvilla Oommen, Irving
	 City of Irving

9:00 	 Open Records and Record Retention 
	 .75 hr
	 Andrew Glass, Austin		
	 Texas State Library and Archives Commission
	 State and Local Records Management 

Division	
	 Jahnna Ward, Austin		
	 Office of the Attorney General 
	 Open Records Division

9:45 	 Open Meetings Act .5 hr
	 Kuruvilla Oommen, Irving
	 City of Irving

10:15	Break 

10:30	TTCA: Waive Goodbye to Other 
Claims .75 hr

	 Francesca Di Troia, Austin
	 Savrick Schumann 

	 Ethan Ranis, Austin
	 Almanza Blackburn Dickie & Mitchell 

Government Law 101
Join us a day early to attend

MCLE CREDIT 
6 Hours (1.5 Ethics)
MCLE Course No: 174116642
Applies to the Texas Bar College 
and to the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization in Administrative, Civil 
Appellate, and Civil Trial Law.

11:15	What’s the Difference Between 
	 § 1983 and the Texas Tort Claims Act 

.5 hr
	 J. Arnold Aguilar, Brownsville
	 Aguilar & Zabarte

11:45	Break 

12:00	Ethics: Who Is the Client? 
Representing a Governmental Body  
1 hr ethics

	 Thomas Gwosdz, Victoria		
	 City Attorney, City of Victoria

1:00 	 Break 

1:15 	 Employment Law Primer 
	 .75 hr (.25 ethics)
	 Daniel N. Ramirez, Houston		
	 Monty & Ramirez

2:00 	 Procurement .5 hr
	 Sandy Hellums-Gomez, Houston
	 Husch Blackwell

2:30 	 Break 

2:45 	 Contract Issues from a Litigator's 
Perspective .5 hr

	 Megan Kateff, Austin
	 Allensworth & Porter 

3:15 	 Social Media and 1st Amendment 
Issues .75 hr (.25 ethics)

	 William Christian, Austin
	 Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody

	 Chelsea A. Mikulencak, San Antonio
	 Law Offices of Ryan Henry

4:00 	 Adjourn

http://www.txgovernmentlaw.org
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Thank You to our Sponsor

Cosponsored by the Government Law Section of the State Bar of Texas

}	 Virtual course discount - 
	 save $100!

}	Lawyers licensed 5 years or less 
	 take HALF OFF!

See page 4 for additional discounts!

Watch from your computer or 
mobile device!

WEBCAST
July 29-30, 2021 

WEBCAST REPLAY 
August 17-18, 2021

DAY 1
6.75 hours including 1.75 ethics

8:30 	 Government Law Section Annual 
Meeting 

8:55 	 Welcoming Remarks 
	 Course Directors
	 Ryan S. Henry, San Antonio
	 Law Offices of Ryan Henry

	 Kuruvilla Oommen, Irving
	 City of Irving

9:00 	 Texas Supreme Court Update .75 hr
	 Hon. Jeffrey S. Boyd, Austin		
	 Justice, Supreme Court of Texas

9:45 	 Legislative Update .75 hr
	 Bill Longley, Austin
	 Texas Municipal League

	 Michael Pichinson, Austin
	 Texas Association of Counties

10:30	 Break 

Advanced Government Law
TexasBarCLE presents the 33rd Annual Course

MCLE CREDIT 
12.5 Hours (3 Ethics)
MCLE Course No: 174116646
Applies to the Texas Bar College 
and to the Texas Board of Legal 
Specialization in Administrative, Civil 
Appellate, and Civil Trial Law.

10:45	 Paramount Purpose in Eminent 
Domain Proceedings .5 hr

	 Anthony J. Blazi, Buda		
	 Attorney and Mediator

	 Clint Harbour, Austin		
	 Office of Attorney General

11:15	 Basics and Pointers of Interlocal 
Contracting: A Multi-Jurisdictional 
Look at Issues .75 hr

	 Moderator
	 Sandy Hellums-Gomez, Houston
	 Husch Blackwell	
	 Panelists
	 Sherea A. McKenzie, Esq., Houston	

Director of Special Projects
 	 Commissioner Precinct 1, Harris County		
	 Kimberley Mickelson, JD, AICP, Houston
	 Senior Assistant City Attorney
	 Real Estate Section, City of Houston Legal 

Department

	 Y. Nicole Montgomery, JD MPA, Houston
	 Deputy General Counsel
	 Houston Community College

12:00	 Government Law Section Awards 
Presentation

12:15	 Break 

12:30	 Cybersecurity Is a Risky Business
	 1 hr (.25 ethics)
	 Ryan Burns, Austin
	 Texas Municipal League 

Intergovernmental Risk Pool

	 Guillermo (Will) Trevino, Austin
	 Texas Municipal League

1:30 	 Break 

1:45 	 Conducting Virtual Meetings Under 
the Governor’s OMA Suspensions 

	 .5 hr (.25 ethics)
	 Jennie Hoelscher, Austin
	 Office of the Attorney General

2:15 	 Qualified Immunity Update .75 hr
	 Darrell G. Noga, Dallas
	 Brown Fox 

3:00 	 Break 

3:15 	 Employment Law Update 
	 .75 hr (.25 ethics)
	 Jay R. Aldis, Houston
	 Gray Reed

4:00 	 Ethics from a Government Lawyer’s 
Perspective 1 hr ethics

	 Jenny P. Dorsey, Corpus Christi	
	 Nueces County Attorney

	 Victor Flores, Brownsville
	 Brownsville City Attorney's Office	

	 Audrey R. Shakra, Houston		
	 Spring Branch Independent School District

5:00 	 Adjourn

DAY 2
5.75 hours including 1.25 ethics

8:55 	 Announcements 

9:00 	 Recent Federal Cases of Interest to 
Governmental Entities 1 hr

	 D. Randall Montgomery, Dallas
	 D. Randall Montgomery & Associates 

10:00	 Break

10:15	 Evolution to Solution - Innovative 
Ideas for TPDES Compliance .75 hr

	 Nancy Belinsky, San Antonio
	 San Antonio Water System

	 Edward F. Guzman, San Antonio
	 San Antonio Water System

11:00	 Improving Procurement Practices with 
Contract Management Systems 

	 .75 hr (.25 ethics)
	 Megan J. Mikutis, Houston
	 Randle Law Office 

11:45	 Break 

12:00	 Firearm Regulation with a 
Government Perspective 1 hr

	 Scott N. Houston, Austin
	 Texas Municipal League

1:00 	 Break 

1:15	 Making Your Point: Effective Legal 
Writing Tips .5 hr

	 Chad Baruch, Dallas
	 Johnston Tobey Baruch 

1:45 	 Attorney Wellness 1 hr ethics
	 Michelle Fontenot, J.D., M.Ed., Austin	
	 Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program	
	 Erica Grigg, J.D., Austin		
	 Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program

	 Chris Ritter, J.D., M.Ed., Austin	
	 Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program

2:45 	 Transgender Legal Issues of 
Importance to Governmental Entities: 
Recent Developments .75 hr

	 Laura O'Leary, Dallas
	 Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt & 

Kutchin

	 Francisco Valenzuela, Dallas
	 Fanning Harper Martinson Brandt & 

Kutchin

3:30 	 Adjourn 

https://kruegerlaw.org/
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Ways to Save on the Advanced Course! REGISTER ONLINE  } TexasBarCLE.com

Virtual Course Discount – Save $100 Automatically!

Government Law Section Members Can Save $25
Not a member? To join, visit your My Bar Page and join online, or download 
a membership form from TexasBar.com/sections to pay by mail. Please do 
not send section membership payment with your registration fee.

Reduced Price for Government Lawyers

Texas Bar College Members Can Save $25
To join or learn more, visit texasbarcollege.com or call 
(800) 204-2222, x1819.

Texas Paralegal Division Members Can Save $25
To join or learn more, visit txpd.org or call (806) 443-2209.

Earn Discounts by Registering Five or More
from your firm or agency. Contact Firm & Group Sales Manager Laura 
Angle at (512) 263-2802 or laura.angle@texasbar.com. 

HALF OFF for Attorneys Licensed in Texas 5 Years or Less!
Attorneys licensed in Texas 5 years or less get half off the regular course fee.

FYI

Scholarship Information
TexasBarCLE offers scholarships for live courses, video replays, online classes, 
and webcasts. To apply or learn more, call (800) 204-2222, x1490, 
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm CT. Please apply at least two weeks prior to any live/video 
replay course or at least one week prior to any webcast or online class. 

Active Texas State, County, and Federal Judges, Administrative Law 
Judges, Hearing Examiners, and Judge's Staff Attorneys may attend 
out-of-state programs for a discounted rate or in-state programs 
for free, provided: (1) the course directly relates to the judge's/tribunal's 
jurisdiction, (2) the judge is a full-time judge or retired under a judicial 
retirement system and (3) space is available for all paying registrants. This 
privilege does not extend to prosecutors, receivers, trustees, other court 
staff, or persons serving part-time in a judicial capacity. Actual attendance is 
required to receive course materials. 

Registered but Can't Attend? Still Earn MCLE Credit by taking the 
course online later. If you would rather have a refund, call 
(800) 204-2222, x1574 or fax your request to (512) 427-4443. Refund 
requests must be made at least one business day before the program.

Interested in Sponsoring or Exhibiting at this Course or Others? 
Please contact us at clesponsorships@texasbar.com.

Policy of Impartiality The State Bar of Texas does not endorse political 
candidates. When a candidate for public office is included in promotion for 
or participates in a TexasBarCLE event, the State Bar is not taking a position 
for or against anyone's candidacy. 

} Course Directors
Ryan S. Henry...................................................................................San Antonio
Kuruvilla Oommen...................................................................................... Irving

} Planning Committee
J. Arnold Aguilar.................................................................................Brownsville
Andrew Devine...........................................................................................Dallas
Christy Drake-Adams.................................................................................Austin
Clint A. Harbour........................................................................................Austin
Sandy Hellums-Gomez............................................................................Houston
Enid M. Howard......................................................................................Houston
Jennifer Knox-Walker.................................................................................. Plano
Kimberley Mickelson...............................................................................Houston
Chelsea Mikulencak..........................................................................San Antonio
Darrell G. Noga...........................................................................................Dallas
Linda Samples........................................................................................... El Paso

} TexasBarCLE Planning Team
Virginia Izaguirre..................................................... Director of Program Planning
Sandra Molina.................................................................... Program Coordinator 

} Webcast Registration and Course Materials
Webcast registration is offered online using a credit card at 
TexasBarCLE.com. If you have any questions or would like to 
register by phone, please call 800-204-2222, x1574. Mail or fax 
registrations are not accepted at this time. 

The July Webcast fees are as follows (includes a live chat feature and 
the option to submit questions to the speakers).
 
•	 Advanced: $445 per registrant, $375 for government lawyers, or 

$272.50 if licensed 5 years or less 
•	 101 Course: $245 per registrant, or $195 for government lawyers
 
The August Webcast Replay fees are as follows (live chat and special 
features not available for the Replay).

•	 Advanced: $375 per registrant, $345 for government lawyers, or 
$237.50 if licensed 5 years or less 

•	 101 Course: $225 per registrant, or $175 for government lawyers 

Course materials are included as PDFs for viewing, downloading, or
printing during and after the webcast. For any questions, please email 
cleregistration@texasbar.com.

} Claiming MCLE Credit
For the webcast, click the Claim Credit tab at the conclusion of your 
viewing. Please read & acknowledge the instructions, edit any information 
if needed, then click Submit Hours at the bottom of the page.

} Replaying the Webcast
If you cannot watch the entire webcast at its scheduled time, an 
archived recording will be available under “My Purchases” within a 
few days of the live program. You may then complete the program at 
your convenience and claim MCLE credit.

IMPORTANT: Registration for this webcast admits only the registrant. 
Registrants are expressly prohibited from allowing nonregistrants access to 
the program. 

For group viewings of a webcast, contact Firm & Group Sales 
Manager Laura Angle at (512) 263-2802 or laura.angle@texasbar.com.

Eko K.A. Owen......................................................Written Materials Coordinator
Chloe Calloway...........................................................................Meeting Planner

} Government Law Section of the State Bar of Texas
Kuruvilla Oommen.......................................................................................Chair
Kimberley Mickelson............................................................................Vice-Chair
Jennifer Knox-Walker.............................................................................Secretary 
Murl Miller............................................................................................. Treasurer
Ryan S. Henry..................................................................... Immediate Past-Chair

} State Bar of Texas
Larry P. McDougal..................................................................................President
John Charles "Charlie" Ginn................................................... Chair of the Board
Sylvia Borunda Firth...................................................................... President-Elect
Randall O. Sorrels.......................................................... Immediate Past President
Britney E. Harrison........................................................................TYLA President
Scott Rothenberg...............................................................Chair, CLE Committee
Rebekah Steely Brooker...........................................Chair, Board PDP Committee
Trey Apffel............................................................................... Executive Director
Hedy Bower........................................................................ Director, TexasBarCLE

To purchase a discounted PDF download of course materials, search 
Publications at TexasBarCLE.com (available 1-2 weeks after the course).  

Questions? Please email cleregistration@texasbar.com or 
call (800) 204-2222, x1574.

I can’t attend, but would like the materials

http://TexasBarCLE.com
http://TexasBar.com/sections
http://texasbarcollege.com
http://txpd.org
mailto:laura.angle%40texasbar.com?subject=
mailto:clesponsorships%40texasbar.com?subject=
http://TexasBarCLE.com
https://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?sProductType=EV&lID=19497
https://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?sProductType=EV&lID=19496
https://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?sProductType=EV&lID=19520
https://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?sProductType=EV&lID=19518
mailto:cleregistration@texasbar.com
mailto:laura.angle%40texasbar.com?subject=
http://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/PMSearch.asp
http://cleregistration@texasbar.com

